IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA EILED IN DisTRICT COURT

OKLAHOMA counpy
MAR 11 2021

DAVID PRATER, in his Official

Capacity as DISTRICT ATTORNEY

OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY,
Plaintiff,

V8§,

OKLAHOMA PARDON AND
PAROLE BOARD, and KEVIN STITT
in his Official Capacity as
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
OKLAHOMA. '

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
;)
)
)
)
)
Defendants. )
PETITION
“I raise up my voice — not-so I can shout, but so that Z‘hose without a vori_ceca.n be
‘heard.” - Malala Yousafzai
Itis a call to service every prose'cﬁ{or has received — a call to make our c:'ommuﬁitiés_ o
safer for our children, to make VlCllm‘% of crime whole agam and to speak for those who ) ', ; o
have no voice to bpedk for the moelves ‘Tt is a call to see that justice is done Always a .
noble aim, justice does not end thhm the walls of The courthou'se So too the work of a.
prosecutor must goon. To mlly answer the call to service to keep our commumﬁeS S'lfe
and to be a strong voice for crime victims, the prosecutor s.advocacy must contmue at
every step the laudab]e goal of justice might be threateried. Here, that threat comes from »

the deliberate subversion of constitutional and statutory obligations by the Pardon and

Parole Board.



One need look no further than the headlines of the daily news to see the
consequences of the Board’s failure to adhere to legal mandates. By now, everyone is
familiar with Lawrence Anderson, an inmate whose sentence was commuted by the
Governor after favorable recommendation by the Pardon and Parole Board. Yet within
mere weeks of his release from prison, Anderson committed a shockingly gruesome triple
murder —all to which he has confessed. Anderson admitted he killed his neighbor and cut
out her heart before cooking it to serve to his aunt and uncle with whom he was living,
Anderson then killed his uncle, stabbed his aunt in both of her eyes, and killed the couple’s _
four year old granddaughter. At the time of Anderson’s arrest, Grady County District
Attorney Jason Hicks voiced frustration with the methodology by which the Pardon and
Parole Board gave notice to prosecutors that Anderson was being considered for
commutation. Ex. 1, I:\Iews Report. The Board’s failure to follow the iaw with regard to
- Anderson’s commuta‘uon has now Iad the Govem01 to call for an mves‘ugat]on mto the
-matter by the Oklahoma State Bmeau 01‘ Investlgatlon Ex 2 Newspaper Art1cle |

- Unfortunately, Anderson s case does not appear to be an isolated instance of
_procedural irregularity by the Pardoﬁ and Pétrole Board. Despite statutory requiremeﬁts
that the Pardon and Parole Board provide to the Disﬁrict Attorney a copy of an application
for commutation within ten business days of its receipt, the Board has failed to provide to
Plaintiff any such applications. Nor-has the Board provided to the District Attorney
adequate and appropriate notice of applications for commutation at the time the same are

first considered for relief by the Board. Such blatant disregard for statutory mandates

reflects not only a deliberate course of action by Defendant Board, but also impedes the

2



District Attorney from carrying out his duty to serve as a victim’s advocate and to see that
justice is carried out.

Unequivocally, the Pardon and Parole Board’s failure to comply with their
obligation to give notice to affected persons has proven to have deadly consequences. But
even more shocking than the danger caused by the Board’s actions are the nefarious
motivations behind the decisions they make — the personal financial gain to be received by
two Board members themselves.

Kelly Doyle was appointed to the Pardon and Parole Board by Governor Stitt on
February 26, 2019. That same day, the Governor appointed Adam Luck to be a member
as well. Ms. Doyle is the Deputy Executive Director at the Center for Employment
Opportunities, an organization that provides transitional employlﬁ.ent opportunities and
~ other services to persons being i‘eleased from prison. Similarly, Mr. Luck is the Chief -
‘Executive Officer of City Care, a non-profit organization which, according to its website

“inspires those willing r,to look social injustice and extreme pévérty in the face and
empowers them to do whatever it takes to create change.” Ex. 3, Webs;ite. City Care not
only solicits “activists” to perform volunteer work but also provides services to “judicially
involved” persons.

Shortly after their appointment, a change in law resulted in the Pardon and Parole
Board considering what one news outlet referred to as a “historic” number of sentence

commutations that ultimately resulted in nearly 500 inmates being released from prison in
November 2019. Ex. 4, News Report. A week before the Pardon and Parole Board was

even scheduled to begin hearing the commutation requests on November 1,2019, Mr. Luck
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publicly proclaimed, “Next Friday Oklahoma will conduct the largest single-day
commutation in US history. We’ll be releasing over 400 individuals from Oklahoma
prisons who are there for crimes that no longer carry prison sentences after the passage of
state question 780.” Ex. 5, Twitter Post 10/24/19. In what smacks of self-dealing and
Open Meeting Act violations,' he continued, “The legislature made the law retroactive with
HB 1269. The pardon and parole board worked with state agencies, nonprofits, and
service providers from across the state to ensure these individuals have the resources
they need as they transition back into our communities.” Fx. 5, Twitter Post 10/24/19.
By no mere coincidence those nonprofit and service organizations included the Center for
Employment Opportunities. Ex. 4, News Report.

District Attorneys across the State have sought reéusal of Ms. Doyle and Mr. Luck
based upon the conflict of interest created by their employment that directly benefits from
their actions as members of the Pardon and Parole Board. Even more recently, Mr. Luck

‘has been requested to recuse for persoﬁally promoﬁng the work of other high profile
activists seeking a sentence commutation in a case currently under review by the Pardon
and Parole Board. Ex. 6, Recusal Request. Yet, despite the efforts of prosecutors to ensure -
the Pardon and Parole Board conducts its affairs impartially as mandated by the Oklahoma

Constitution, the Board has turned a blind eye to all concepts of fairness and justice.

! It would not be the first time the Pardon and Parole Board skirted its obligations to give appropriate public notice of
its actions to the detriment of crime victims and those who advocate for them. See Olklahoma Parole Board Members
Charged — with  Misdemeanors, ~(March 13, 2013, 5:39  pm), https://www.newson6.com/story
/5e34el89eOc96e774b35a84f/ok1ahorna—parole-board-members-charged—with—misdemeanors
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To protect the sanctity of the criminal process and to guarantee appropriate due
process and fundamental fairness to the victims and those who advocate for them, the
District Attorney now seeks injunctive relief barring Defendant Pardon and Parole Board
from considering any request for commutation until such time as statutory notice mandates
are followed, barring Defendant Pardon and Parole Board members from voting on any
request for parole and/or commutation for which they have -a conflict of interest or the
appearance:of bias, and further barring Defendant Stitt from granting any recommendation
for parole and/or commutation that has been tainted by these improprieties of the Pardon -
and Parole Board and its members.

JURISDICTION

- 1. This Court has jurisdiction to consider and grant Plaintiff’s request for =~

declaratory and injunctive relief pursuant to Title 12, Section 1381 et seq. and Section 1651
et seq.
PARTIES AND VENUE
2. Plaintiff David W. Prater is the duly elected and acting District Attorney for
the Seventh Prosecutorial District of Oklahoma County. Plaintiff’s principle place of
business is in Oklahoma County. -
3. - .Defendant Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board is a body éreated by Axrticle
VI, Section: 10 of the Oklahoma Constitution and charged with the duty “to make an
impartial investigation and study of applicants for commutations, pardons or paroles....”

Okla. Const. art. VI, § 10. Defendant’s principle place of business is Oklahoma County.



4, Defendant Kevin Stitt is the duly elected and acting Governor of the State of
Oklahoma and is named in his official capacity. Upon a favorable recommendation by
Defendant Board, Defendant Stitt is empowered by Article VI, Section 10 of the Oklahoma
Constitution to commute the sentence of any offender. Okla. Const. art. VI, § 10,
Defendant’s principle place of business is in Oklahoma County.

STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

5. . Defendant Pardon and Parole Board is made of up five members. Kelly
Doyle was appointed to serve as a member of the Board by Defendant Stitt on or about
February 26, 2019. Adam Luck was appointed to serve as a member of the Board by -
Defendant Stitt on or about February 26, 2019.

0. Board member Kelly Doyle is the Deputy Executive Director at the Center

for Employment Opportunities, an organization that provides services to persons released”

from incarceration. By virtue of her employment, Ms. Doyle has a direct, material financial
[interest in cases of parole and commutation under her consideration as a Board member.

7. Board member Adam Luck-is-the Chief Executive Officer of City Care, a
- non-profit organization that provides services to persons released from incarceration. By
- virtue of his employment, Mr. Luck has a direct, material financial interest in cases of
parolé and commutation under his consideration as a Board member.

8. Defendant Pardon and Parole Board may only consider an inmate for
commutation of sentence upon receipt of an application requesting commutation. 57

0.8.Supp. 2019, § 332.2.



9. Defendant Pardon and Parole Board considers requests for commutation in a
two-stage process. Okla.Admin.Code § 515:15-11-1.

10.  During the first stage of the review process, referred to as “Initial Review”
Defendant Board reviews only the inmate’s application for commutation. If a majority of
Defendant Board members vote to give further consideration to the application, the matter
is passed to “Stage Two.” Okla.Admin.Code § 515:15-11-1,

I1. 7 During “Stage Two,” Defendant Board - considers the application, an
investigation conducted by Board employees, and allows personal appearances by the
inmate, the inmate’s delegates, the victim or their representative, and “trial officials” to
include the'District Attorney. Okla.Admin.Code § 515:15-11-3 — 15-11-5.

12. ¢ If a majority of Defendant Board vote to recommend an inmate be granted a
- commutation, the application is forwarded to Defendant Stitt for consideration. Okla: -
Const. art. VI, § 10; Okla.Admin.Code § 515:15-11-1.- -

13. . By electronic mail dated February 22, 2021, Defendant. Board notified -

- Plaintiff of a number of commutation requests to be considered for “Initial Review”

“beginning March 8, 2021. Ex. 7, Email. Attached to the electronic mail is a spreadsheet
listing 474 inmates to be considered for commutation. Ex. 8, Spreadsheet. The spreadsheet
alone does not provide adequate notice of an inmate’s application for commutation as is
required by Section 332.2 of Title 57 and deprives Plaintiff of a meaningful opportunity to
make a decision on whether to make objection to an inmate’s commutation application,

14. The electronic mail dated February 22, 2021, does not comply with the

requirement of Section 332.2 of Title 57 that Defendant Board send to Plaintiff any
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application for commutation and be given “twenty (20) business days to provide a written
recommendation or protest prior to consideration of the application.” 57 O.S.Supp.2019,
§ 332.2 (C).

15, Among the commutation requests to be considered by Defendant Board
during the March 2021 Commutation Docket are inmates convicted of egregious and/or
violent crimes including: Murder in the First Degree, Robbery, Kidnapping, Rape, Child
Abuse, and Trafficking in Illegal Drugs. Ex. 8, Spreadsheet.

16.  Prior to the electronic mail notification received on February 22, 2021,
Plaintiff did not receive from Defendant Board copies of the applications for commutation
within ten (10) business days of Defendant Board’s receipt thereof as required by Section
332.2(B) of Title 57.

- 17. On February 12, 2021, applications for commutation to be considered by

Defendant Board for “Initial Review” beginning March 8, 2021, were included in the -

online database. Ex. 9, Directory.

18.- The applications for commutation to be considered by Defendant Board for- -

Initial Review during March 2021, are not segregated by county and appear only -in -
alphabetical order by inmate name. Ex. 10, Subdirectory List.

19. . Each application for commutation is a minimum of eight (8) pages in length
and is made‘on a form created by Defendant Board. Okla.Admin.Code § 515:15-11-1. The
form application includes information that is otherwise unavailable to Plaintiff from other
sources including an inmate’s account of their offense and the grounds they believe warrant

sentence commutation. Often inmates include evidence of their accomplishments while
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incarcerated as well. In addition, the form requires an inmate to attest to the accuracy of
the statements made in the application under adverse penalty. Ex. 11, Form Application
for Commutation.

20.  Atotal of 474 applications for commutation were set for “Initial Review” for
March 2021, Of the 474 applications for inmates set for “Initial Review” for March 202 1,
114 are applications of inmates convicted in Oklahoma County, which total over 1,500
pages.

21. By undated letter postmarked February 12, 2021, Defendant Pardon and
Parole Board notified Plaintiff of a number of commutation requests that had been
reviewed as part of “Initial Review” by the Board during the J anuary 2021 Commutation
Docket.  The letter purports to comply with the notice requirements imposed upon
Defendant Board by Section 332.2(C) of Title 57. Attached to the letter is a spreadsheet
of cases considered and Defendant Board’s determinations as part of the “Initial Review” -
as to each inmate for the January 2021 Commutation Docket. Ex. 12, Letter 2/12/21.-

22. » Theundated letter postmarked February 12,2021, purports to advise Plaintiff

of his right to object to the consideration of any inmate for commutation at the April 2021

‘meeting of Defendant Board and states that, “If a written protest or recommendation is nof =~

received by April 6%, it will be presumed you have no position on the offender’s
commutation application.” Ex. 12, Letter 2/12/21.
23. . Among the commutation requests purportedly considered by Defendant

Board during the January 2021 Commutation Docket are inmates convicted of egregious



and/or violent crimes including: Murder in the First Degree, Robbery, Kidnapping, Rape,
Child Abuse, and Trafficking in Illegal Drugs. Ex. 12, Letter 2/12/21.

24,  Prior to the undated letter postmarked F ebruary 12, 2021, Plaintiff did not
receive from Defendant Board copies of the applications for commutation within ten (10)
business days of Defendant Board’s receipt thereof as required by Section 332.2(B) of Title
57.

25.  The spreadsheet of cases attached to the undated letter postmarked F ebruary
12,2021, lists a total of 241 inmates and does not identify the county of conviction for each
inmate considered by Defendant Board for the January 2021 Commutation Docket; thus,
the letter and attached spreadsheet provides no-adequate notice to Plaintiff of inmates being
considered for commutation. Ex. 12, Letter 2/12/21.

26.  The undated letter postmarked February 12, 2021, purpotts to advise that
access to an inmate’s application for commutation may be accéssed by online database. -
Ex. 12, Letter 2/12/21. The database, however, does not contain applications considered -
by Defendant Board for the January 2021 Commutation Docket.” Ex. 9, Directory. Thus,
the database does not provide adequate notice to Plaintiff of inmates being considered for
commutation and deprives Plaintiff of a meaningful opportunity to make a decision on
whether to make objection to an inmate’s commutation application.

27. By undated letter postmarked February 26, 2021, Defendant Pardon and
Parole Board again notified Plaintiff of a number of commutation requests that had been
reviewed by the Board during the January 2021 Commutation Docket. The letter purports

to comply with the notice requirements imposed upon Defendant Board by Section

10



3322(C) of Title 57. Attached to the letter is a spreadsheet of cases considered and
Defendant Board’s determinations as part of the “Initial Review” as to each inmate for the
January 2021 Commutation Docket. Ex. 13, Letter 2/26/21.

28.  The undated letter postmarked February 26, 2021, purports to advise Plaintiff
of his right to object to the consideration of any inmate for commutation at the April 2021
meeting of Defendant Board and states that “If a written protest or recommendation is not
received by April 6%, it will be presumed you have no position on the offender’s
commutation application.” Ex. 13, Letter 2/26/21.

29. - Among the commutation requests purportedly considered by Defendant
Board during the January 2021 Commutation Docket are inmates convicted of egregious
and/or violent crimes including: Murder in the First Degree, Robbery, Kidnapping, Rape,
Child Abuse, and Trafficking in Illegal Drugs. Ex. 13, Letter 2/26/21.

30. : The spreadsheet of cases attached to the undated letter postmarked February
12, 2021, lists a total of 241 inmates out of which 64 have been convicted in Oklahoma
County. Ex. 13, Letter 2/26/21. The spreadsheet alone does not provide adequate notice -
of an inmate’s application for commutation as is required by Section 332.2 of Title 57 and
deprives Plaintiff of a meaningful opportunity to make a decision on whether to make
obj ection to an inmate’s commutation application.

31. The undated letter postmarked February 26, 2021, purports to advise that
access to an inmate’s application for commutation may be accessed by online database.
Ex. 13, Letter 2/26/21. The database, however, does not contain applications considered

by Defendant Board for the January 2021 Commutation Docket. Ex. 9, Directory. Thus,
11



the database does not provide adequate notice to Plaintiff of inmates being considered for
commutation and deprives Plaintiff of a meaningful opportunity to make a decision on
whether to make objection to an inmate’s commutation application.

32. Upon information and belief, Defendant Stitt has before him for
consideration applications for sentence commutation for which Plaintiff was deprived of
adequate notice and a meaningful opportunity to object prior to being recommended for
commutation by Defendant Board.

33.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Stitt has before him for
consideration applications for sentence commutation for which Plaintiff was deprived of a
fair and impartial hearing prior to being recommended for parole or commutation by
Defendant Board.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION - VIOLATION OF SECTION 332.2 OF TITLE 57
AND DENIAL OF PROCEDURAL DUE PROCESS

34. The allegations contained in paragraphs 1-33 are adopted and restated herein.

- 35, ' Article II, Section 7 of the Oklahoma Const1tut10n guarantees the rlght to due

process of law Okla. Const. art. II, § 7. This encompasses the right to proeedural due |

process almed to protect against arbltrary government action. Taylor v. Czty of Bszy, 41 5
P.3d 537 (Oldd Civ.App. 2018).

36. | Recognizing the crucial role prosecutors play in ensuring community safety

and protecttng victims’ rights, the Legislature requires Defendant Board to provide to the

District Attorney adequate notice and an opportunity to respond to a request for

commutation being considered by Defendant Board.
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37.  Section 332.2 of Title 57 provides: “Any consideration for commutation shall
be made only after application is made to the Pardon and Parole Board pursuant to the
procedures set forth in this section. The Pardon and Parole Board shall provide a copy of
the application to the district attorney, the victim or representative of the victim and the
Office of the Attorney General within ten (10) business days of receipt of such
application.” 57 O.S.Supp.2019, § 332.2(B).

38.  Section 332.2 of Title 57 provides: “An application for commutation ...
must be sent to the trial officials, who shall have twenty (20) business days to provide a -
written recommendation or protest prior to consideration of the application. Trial officials -

~shall include...the current elected district attorney of the jurisdiction where the conviction
was had.” 57 O.8.Supp.2019, § 332.2(C).

39.  Defendant Board has violated the plain and unequivocal mandates of Section
332.2 of Title 57 by failing to provide to Plaintiff timely cobies of applications for
commutation upon their receipt and by further failing to provide copies of applications for
commutation at least twenty (20) Business days prior to their considération by Defendant
Board. |

40, | Defendant Board’s failure to provide timely and adequate notice bf the
applicationé for comﬁautation to be considered has deprived Plaintiff of a meaningful
opportunity to have notice and an opportunity to respond to commutation requests as is
guaranteed to him by statute and the Oklahoma Constitution.

41.  Defendant Board’s violation of Plaintiff’s statutory and constitutional right

to adequate notice and an opportunity to be heard impacts not only those applications under
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Initial Review and Stage Two review by Defendant Board, but all affected applications
currently under review by Defendant Stitt.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION ~ VIOLATION OF STATUTES, ETHICS RULES
AND DENIAL OF AN IMPARTIAL TRIBUNAL

42.  The allegations contained in paragraphs 1-41 are adopted and restated herein.,

43.  Axticle VI, Section 10 of the Oklahoma Constitution directs that, “It shall be
the duty of the Board to make an impartial investigation and study of applicants for
commutations, pardons or paroles....” Okla.Const. art. VI, § 10,

44, Section 332.2 of Title 577 provides: “Applications 7for commu.ta'tioﬁ shail b‘e;
given impeﬁ“cial r.eview as required by Section 10 of Article VI of the Oklahoma
Constitution” 57 0.8.Supp.2019, § 332.2(HD),

45 Q_kla,homa Ethics Rule 4.4 provides in relevant part: “Except as permitted by

,.1a§/ or thnésé-Rules, a state officer or employee shall not use his or her State office (1) for
his or ﬁér own private gain, (2) for the endorsement of aﬁy product, service or enterprise,
(3) for the.‘prl’vate gain of a family member or persons with whom the state officer ;)f

: emplbyee is affi}iated ina nongovemmenﬁil capacity, including nonprofit organizétiéns |

of which the siéte qfﬁcér or employee is an officer or member, or (4) for the private gain

Qf persons with whor;z the state officer br employee seeks employment or business

' relations.” Rule 4.4, Misuse of Office, Title 74, Ch. 62, App. I 2021),

- 46.  Oklahoma Ethics Rule 4.7 provides in relevant part: “In the event a étate

officer or employee ... knows that a particular matter involying specific parties is likely

to have a direct and predictable effect on the material financial interests of the state
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officer or employee or of his or her family member or ... determines circumstances would
cause a reasonable person with knowledge of all the relevant fuacts to question his or her
impartialify in the matter, the state officer or employee shall not participate in the matter
unless he or she is required to do so by law or permitted to do so by these Rules.” Rule 4.7
further defines a “material financial interest” to include, inter alia, “any source of income
derived from employment, other than compensation pertaining to the office for which the
state office;” or employee or his or her family member holds, in the amount of Twenty
| Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) or more by the state officer or employee or his or her family
member.” Rule 4.7, State Officer Impartiality, Title 74, Ch. 62, Appx. 1, (2021).

47. - One or more members of Defendant Board have a material financial interest -
in the cases under their consideration for parole and/or commutation which require them
to refrain from participating in the matters before them.

48. .+ Circumstances cause a reasonable pereon to question the 1mpart1ahty of oﬁe
or more mc;mbers of Defendant Board in the cases under their consideration for parole
and/or commutatlon which require them to refram from partlclpatmg in the matters before
them.

49, Defendant Board has failed fo dévelop appropriate procedures to hea;v and
determine challenges to a member’s impartiality. -

50. . Defendant Board has failed to consider and determine one or more challenges

to a member’s ability to hear and determine issues related to parole and/or commutation.
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51. Despite an awareness of existing conflicts of interest and appearances of
impropriety, Defendant Board has allowed one or more members to continue hearing cases
for parole and/or commutation.

52.  Asaresult of impermissible conflicts of interest and appearances of bias by
one or more of its members, Plaintiff has been denied his right to an impartial investigation
and consideration of applications for commutation by Defendant Board.

RELIEF REQUESTED

53.  Declare that Defendant Pardon and Parole Board has violated statute by
failing to provide Plaintiff with adequate notice and a meaningful opportunity to be heard
on applications for commutation.

- 54, Direct that Defendant Pardon and Parole Board henceforth provide to
Plaintiff a copy of each and every appliéa'ti,on for commutation Withiﬁ ten (10) business
days from receipt.

-55. + Enjoin Défendant Pardon and Parole Board from giving consideration to any-
- application for commutation which has not been preceded by proper statutory notice to
Plaintiff to include a copy of the application for commutation and a minimum of twenty
(20) business days to respond thereto.

56.  Direct that Defendant Pardon and Parole Board adopt appropriate procedures
to consider and adjudicate a challenge to a member’s ability to hear a matter in a fair and

impartial manner,
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57.  Declare that Defendant Pardon and Parole Board member Kelly Doyle has a
material financial interest in the cases of parole and commutation before her for
consideration.

58.  Declare that Defendant Pardon and Parole Board member Adam Luck has &
material financial interest in the cases of parole and commutation before him for
consideration.

59. - Declare that a 1'easonable person-knowledgeable of all of the facts and
circumstances would believe that one or more members- of Defendant Pardon and Parole
Board appear to be biased in deteminiﬁg the cases of parole and/or commutation that come
before them.

60.  Declare any recommendation for parole or commutation in which members
Doyle and/or Luck have participated to be-invalid and in violation of the Oklahoma

Constitution, statutes, and rules of ethics.

61. 1 Enjoin Defendant Stitt from giving consideration to any application for

commutation recommended by Defendant Board which has not been preceded by proper
statutory notice to Plaintiff to include a copy of the application for commutation and a
minimum of twenty (20) business days to respond thereto.

62. . Enjoin Defendant Stitt from giving consideration to any request for parole or

commutation recommended by Defendant Board for which Defendant Board failed to act

upon a challenge to a member’s ability to hear the matter in a fair and impartial manner. - -
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63.  Enjoin Defendant Stitt from giving consideration to any request for parole or
commutation recommended by Defendant Board in which members Kelly Doyle and/or
Adam Luck have voted.

64.  All other equitable relief to which this Court finds Plaintiff entitled.

Respectfully submitted,

7
?{(rm W. PRATER

ISTRICT ATTORNEY
320 Robert S. Kerr, Suite 505
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Telephone: (405) 713-1600

Fax: (405) 235-1567
dprater@oklahomacounty.org

MAR 11 2021

RICK WAR?EN SR 2 By
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71°

WATCH NOW KFOR Afternoon News

LOCAL

Families of Chickasha triple murder victims ask
why suspect was released from prison before
allegedly committing murders

by: Austin Breasette
Posted: Mar 1, 2021 /10:10 PM CST / Updated: Mar 1, 2021 / 10:28 PM CST

CHICKASHA, OKkla. (KFOR) ~ Amid heartbreak and anger, the families of
three Chickasha triple murder victims are seeking answers Wednesday after
the alleged suspect was released from prison on a commuted sentence just

weeks before the murders.

Exhibit 1



“He ruined everything,’ said Taranzo Pye, the father of 4-year-old Kaeos

Yates and son of 67-year-old Leon Pye, who were both murdered. “He

ruined my whole life

“[The Oklahoma State Pardon and Parole Board] have failed to do their job
in protecting Oklahomans,” Brooke Burris Wofford, the cousin of Andrea

Blankenship who was also murdered, said.

Parents speak out following death of 4-year-old daughter and 67-
- year-old grandfather in Chickasha double-homicide —

42-year-old Lawrence Paul Anderson was a free man for less than three
weeks before he allegedly went to a complete stranger’s home. According to
court documents, Anderson stabbed Andrea Blankenship and cut her heart
out, He allegedly then took the heart to his uncle, Leon Pye's home where he

cooked it and tried to feed it to his family.

Then, Leon Pye and Kaeos Yates were both stabbed to death. Delsie Pye was

also stabbed in both eyes but survived.

The families are nearing one month since the loss of their loved ones.

T R L T O T

“Everyone’s still in shock,” said Haylee Blankenship, Andrea Blankenship’s

daughter.

“For me right now it’s just like random bursts of sorrow;” said Tasha Yates,

the mother of Kaeos Yates.

Delsie Pye
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The families said they are also trying to figure out why the state pardon and
parole board voted 3-1 to release Anderson on a commuted sentence. The

decision was then signed off on by Gov. Kevin Stitt,

“As a result of that, unfortunately three innocent people have lost their

lives,” Burris Wofford said.

0SBl investigators believe suspect killed 67-year-old Chickasha man
& granddaughﬁer after kn!lmg their neughbor —

Anderson’s criminal past is extensive. He was originally sentenced to prlson
in 2006 for attdckmg his girlfriend and pointing a gun at her. He went back
to prison in 2012 for selling crack cocaine near an elementary school.
Anderson was sentenced again in 2017 for having a gun after a felony

conviction and smuggling drugs into jail.

“We have put politics and releasing inmates in front of public safety,” Grady
County District Attorney Jason Hicks said. “The goal that we have set in
Oklahoma is to decrease the prison population with no thought of public
safety”

~Hicks blasted the decision Tuesday. He said that Anderson’s application for a

commutation was put in with 600 other offenders hoping to be released.

“It's too many,” Hicks said. “You don’t have the time to look through those

things and give any meaningful consideration’

Blankenéhip’s family said they have tried to get in touch with the governor
and the pardon and parole board. However, they have not had any luck.

Gruesome details released: Suspect in Chickasha triple murder
facing multiple charges, death penalty ‘absolutely on the table’ —

Exhibit 1



“Those two individuals have not been helpful” Burris Wofford said.

KFOR tried to help. We emailed the governor’s office a week ago working to
get a statement. We were unable to get one due to the winter weather
coming through the state. We emailed again Monday but received no
response. We also called and emailed Steve Bickley with the pardon and -
parole board but his phone went straight to voicemail. We did not receive

any response to the text messages.

The Pye family’s attorney, Robert Wagner said the family held their funeral
services Saturday. He said they also have several questions regarding

Anderson’s release.

Anderson’s first appearance was Tuesday, February 23. He is being housed in

the Grady County Jail facing 3 counts of murder in the first degree and one

count each of maiming and assault and battery with a deadly weapon.
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LAHOMAN

Wadnesday, March 3,2021

Oklat

com | WY @Theok)

_ | f facebookcom/TheOklahoman | $2

Triple murder leads 0SBI to parole hoard

ByNolan Clay
Staffwriter
nelay@oklahoman.com

State agents have begun
an investigation into the
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole
Board and whether any
wrongdolng there resulted
in the release of two inmates
from prison by mistake.

' Gov, Kevin Stitt requested
the Oklahoma State Bureau
of Investigation examine

the {ssute after one inmate,
Lawrence Paul Anderson,
was accused of fatally stab-
bing three people in Chickasha
on Feb, g after getting out of
prison early,

Anderson, 42, has con-
fassed, saying he cut out one
vietim’s heart to eat, accord-
ing to court affidavits, He
was released in January after
the governor commuted his
sentence for dvug dealing and
other erimes to nine years,

The governor signed the
commutation after the Pardon
and Parole Board recom-
mended it by a 3-1 yote last
year,

Records released to The
Oklahoman on Tuesday, how-
ever, show that the Pardon and
Parole Board initially rejected
Anderson’s commutation
request 3-2 In July 2019, A
dental at the so-called first
stage Is meant to end further
consideration,

How Anderson’s request
came up again anyway in
January 2020 {s the focus of
the investigation,

The findings of the inves-
tigation could exacerbate the
already bitter feud between
advocates pushing for ¢rimi-
nal justice reform to reduce
Oklahoma's high incarcera-
tion rates and prosecutors
who contend the efforts have
gone too far and endanger the
public.

“It is time that we do
better,” Grady County District
Attorney Jason Hicks safd last
week at a news conference
after charging Anderson, “We
don't want these people on our
streets,”

Stitt on Thursday asked the
0SBItolookinto “all facts and
circumstances” surrounding
the two Inmates’ applications
“including any actions taken

- SeeBOARD, A2

Playoffs in a pandemic

Lookeba-Sickles fans cheer on their team Tuesday during a girls Class B state tournament game against Webbers Falls at Jint Norick Arena,
Capacity for the tournament has been reduced to 25% and fans are required to wear masks, For complete coverage of the small-school

state basketball tournament, go to page BL. [CHRIS LANDSBERGER/THE GKLAHOMAN)

State’s
COVID-19
death toll
is about
to jump

Itisn't that more people
ate dying; the state

Is changing the way it
counts victims

-By Dana Branham
Staff writer
dbranham@oklahoman.cor

Depending on where you
look, you can find two vastly
different COVID-19 death
tolls for Oklahoma, But that
is about to change,

Using the figures the state
Health Department publishes
daily, the toll as of Monday
was 4,478, But the U,S,
Centers for Disease Gontrol
and Preventfon’s National
Center for Health Statistics
shows a toll in Oklahoma of
6,970 - adifference of nearly
2,500 inliveslost.

The state soon will make
changes tothe way it publishes

See VIRUS, A2

Major delay seen in getting state-issued IDs

By Dale Denwalt
Staffwriter
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com

A major backlog has trig-
gered months-long delays to
renew an Oklahoma driver’s

600,000 people might want
aREAL ID, But as of Feb, 20,
only 139,752 such credentials
have been Issued,

Oklahoma is one of the last
states to comply with the fed-
eral REAL ID program, The

Coronavirus In Oklahoma

The number of posltive COVID-
19 tests reported Tuesday by
the Oklahoma State Department
of Health Increased by 111 to
424,999, The Health Department
reported 56 addltional deaths,
and the state's death toll rose

. to 4,534,

Here Js a look at the latest num-

license and obtain aREALID  Legislature resisted efforts to bers In Oklahoma and across
card, implement security features the natlon:

The backlog can be blarned  found in compliant cards for
on several causes, including  more than a decade after the OKLAHOMA
the pandemic, new software REAL ID Act was passed fol- Pasitive: {+111) 424,999
toprocess IDs and, in general, towing the Sept, 11 terrorist Active: (-214) 12,531
Oklahoma's self-imposed attacks. Finally, the statebegan Deaths: (+56) 4,534
delay with even allowing the  issuing REAL [Dslast year, Recovered: (+269) 407,934
REAL ID-compliant licenses Vaccines
that willberequiredtoboard A five-month queue i given:  (+23,687) 1,119,049
aireraft and visit federal bufld- A number of factors affect how {ong Oklahomans must walt to
ings after Oct. 1, Gina McKinnis booked an  renew their driver's license or obtaln a REAL ID card, which will UNITED STATES

The Oklahoma Department be necessary to board filghts or enter federal buildings after Cases: 28,664,48
of Public Safety estimated  SeeID, Az 0ct. 1, [CHRIS LANDSBERGER/THE OKLAHOMAN] Deaths: 514,657
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appointment this week to get
aREAL ID for her and her chil-
dren. The earliest opening was
in August,

She’d already spent three
weeks trying to renew her
current driver's icense, which
still isn't considered REAL
ID-compliant,

“It expired Sunday,”
McKinnis sald, "Thankfully,
Idon't have todrive.”

Lack of a current ID also can
affect other things, such as
financial transactfons where
anunexpired ID{s mandatory,

After trying to book a
renewal appointment with
several tag agencies, she
went online through the
Department of Public Safety
(DPS) to start the process,

Getting a new REAL
ID-compliant license, how-
ever, requires an in-person
visit to validate proofs of
residency and {dentity, More
often than not, a tag agent
requires booking in advance
instead of just walking in the
door,

Tag agencies, which are pri-
vate businesses working with
the government to provide this
service, only get one camera
to take ID photos, said Sonya
Triplett, whoruns Northwest
Tag Agency, The software that
processes REAL ID applica-
tions also takes about four
times longer to complete than
the system for older cards,

“We used to do at least
80 driver’s licenses in a day
because we could turn them
over that quickly,” she said,
“well, we are celebrating if
we get 30, There's 50 people
that didn’t get alicense that
day, five days a week.”

Soine of that time can be
shaved off by uploading doc-
uments through Oklahoma’s
Mobile ID app.

Necessary
appointments

These delays have caused
frustration throughout the
syster, from residents angry
about the wait to tag agenls
beaten down by an incredibly
busy lobby eager to access one
of the most basic functions of
government, _

Before Triplett implemented
#booking schedule, she'd arrive
atwark each day with dozens of
people waiting inline. Allowing
wilk-ins helghtened tension
initde the office, and her staff
felt thebrunt,

HThey are cussed out every
ddy, People are frustrated,”
she said, “Something that used
tobeassimpleaswalking inand
getting adriver'slicense isnow
diffienlt to do, and it’s frustrat -
ing for our customers and I'm
sympathetictoward that.”

'Tag agents also have seen
an uptick in business from
customers wanting advanced
products, like a commercial
driver's license, Before Gov,
Kevin Stitt signed an executive
order last month, commercial
driver’s licenses were avail-
able only through state~run
DPS offices that were heavily
impacted by COVID restric-
tions, funding shortfalls and
manpower fssues,

Stitt safd the change, among
others he implemented in his
order, was meant to reduce
wait times. Thebacklog at DPS
isatleast 60 days for aREALID;
the agency only books appoint -
mients out that far and new slots
are opened each day at 6 p.m.

Until McKinnis gets her
physical driver's license from
DPS, shehopes she won't have
to drive anywhere, Stll, it’s a
complicated mess for a mother
trying to support her college-
age children, She'd evensigned
up recently to do gig work,
shopping for and delivering
groceries,

“It was just extra work, but
right now I don't have a legal
license to do it. I just feel bad
for anyone who can’t work and
are going to starve because of
this,” she sald.

Texas becomes biggest US state to lift mask mandate

By Paul}, Weber
The Assoclated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas is
lifting its mask mandate, Gov,
Greg Abbott sald Tuesday,
making it the largest state
to end an order intended to
prevent the spreadof the coro-
navirus that has kilted more
than 42,000 Texans,

The Republicangovernorhas
faced sharp erfticism from his
partyover themandate, which
‘was fmposed eight months ago,
as well as other COVID-19

reacting with alarm.

“Removing statewide man-
dates does not end personal
responsibility,” sald Abbott,
speaking from the crowded
dining room where many of
those surrounding him were
not wearing masks,

"t'sjust that now stateman-
datesareniolonger needed,”he
said,

‘The declsfon comes as goy-
ernors across the U,S, have
been easing coronavirus
restrictions, despite warn-
ings from health experts that

restrictions onbust that
Texas will also scuttle starting
next week, Themask order was
only everlightly enforced, even
during the worst outbreaks of
thepandemie.

‘The repealed rules include
doing away with limits on the
number of diners or customers
allowed indoors, sald Abbott,
‘who made the announcement
at a restaurant {n Lubbock.
He sald the new rules would
take effect March 10, although
leaders In Houston and other
big Texas citfes were already

the pandemie s far from over,
Like the rest of the country,
Texas has seen the number
of cases and deaths plunge,
Hospitalizations are at the
lowest levels since Qctober,
and the seven-day rolling
average of positive tests has
dropped toabout 7,600 cases,
down frommore than 10,000
inmid-February,

Only California and New
York have reported more
COVID-19 deaths than Texas,

“The fact that things are
headed in the right direction

doesn't mean we have suc-
ceededin eradfcating therisk,”
sald Dr.Lauren Ancel Meyers, a
professor of integrative biology
and director of the University
of Texas COVID-19 Modeling
Consortium,

She sald the recent deadly
winter freeze In Texas that
left millions of people without
power ~ forcing families to
shelter closely withothers who
stfil had heat — could amplify
transmission of the virus in
the weeks ahead, although
it remains too early to tell,
Masks, she said, are one of the
most effective strategies to
curbthe spread,

‘The top county leader in
Houston, Harrls County
Judge Lina Hidalgo, called
the announcement "wishful
thinking” and said spikes in
hospitalizationshave followed
past rollbacks of GOVID-19
rules,

“At worst, it is a cynical
attempt to distract Texans
fromthefailures of state over~
sight of aur power grid,” said
Hidalgo, a Democrat,

Early in the pandemic,
Abbott stripped local officials
of their power to Implement
tougher COVID-19 restric-
tions, but now says counties
can fmpose “mitigation
strategles” if virus hospi-
talizations exceed 15% of
all hospital capacity in their
region, However, Abbott
forbade local officials from
imposing penalties for not
wearlng aface covering,

Abbott imposed the state-~
wide mask mandate in July
duringa deadly summer surge,
But enforcement wasspotty at
best, and some sheriffs refused
to police the restrictions at all,
And as the pandemie dragged
on, Abbottruledout aretumnto
tough COVID-19rules, arguing
thatlockdownsdonot work,

Politically, the restrictions
¢levated tensfons batween
Abbott andhis ownparty, with
the head of the Texas GOP at
onepolntleadingaprotest out-
side the governor’s mansion,
Meanwhile, mayors in Texas’
biggest cities argued that
Abbott wasn't doingenongh,

VIRUS
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the COVID-19 death toll to
show & more timely picture
of the disease’s impact on
Oklahoma,

State epldemiologist Dy,
Jared Taylor said Monday the
state would begin to present
the death toll that {s used by
the GDC, which is based on
death certificates, The state
health department sofar has
reported a lower number
thanthe CDCbecauseittakes= —
a slower approach, fiives-
tigating each death before
adding it to the total,

Dr, Lance Frye, the state’s
health commissloner, said he
expects, in the long run, the
state’s count of investigated
COVID-19 deaths will more
closely align with the CDC?s,

Taylor said the thor-
ough investigations of each
GCOVID-19 death will con-
tinue, even as the state will
present a timelier count
through death certificates,

#[The death investigation]
process has been very com-
plicated, becanse throughout
the preceding three ronths,

Lance Frye, Interim heatth issi walks through

the Oklahoma County Courthouse in January, Frye sald this week
e hopes the state's reporting of COVID-related deaths will soon be
closer to the figuies reported by the CDC, [DOUG HOKE/THE OKLAHOMAN]

many parts of our health care
systern have been strained,”
he safd, “And along with
that strain, we've seen a
decreased maintenance of
our public health reporting
system by our partners.”
While that's understand -
able — providers had to
prioritize caring for patients

over updating a database ag
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations surged — it
slowed the state’s ability to
conduct death investiga-
tions and led to aless timely
coronavirus toll, Taylor
said,

“We feel like néw is an
appropriate time for us to

make this transition in our
reporting system so that
there's no perception that
we're minimizing these
deaths,” he sald, “We rec~
ognize that each one of these
deaths s a tragedy and is a
great cost to the family and
friends of that Individual, to
the state of Oklahoma, and to
the world,”

Dr. George Monks, presi-
dent of the Oklahoma State
Medical Association, praised
the planned changes after
he had questioned on social
media the gap in death tolls,

He sald in other clreum-
stances, when a physician
writes a cause of death on
a person’s death certifi-
cate, the cause is taken as
fact — and coronavirus
deaths shouldn't be treated
differently.

“It is cruelal for
Oklahoma's physiclans and
public health leaders to get
the most timely and factual
data,” he sald in a writ-
ten statement, "While any
COVID death Is a huge loss,
we certainly want the public
and our health professionals
to have the most accurate
reflection of the number
of Oklahomans lost to this
deadly disease.”

BOARD . ..
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or proceedings conducted by
employees or members of the
OKlahoma Pardon and Parole
Board,”

Stitt told the OSBI {h a
letter that *information has
been presented to me ..,
which rafses concerns that
violations
of state law
and/or vio-
lations of
the rules of
the Pardon

and Parole
Anderson Board may
have been
committed affecting the ree-

ommendations of the Board
related to the two inmates,”

The governor wrote the
information came from Tom
Bates, a former assistant
attorney general who took
over as executive director of
the Pardon and Parole Board
last September.

 #As your investigation
proceeds, if youbelieve these
concerns to be justified and
may extend to cases beyond
those of the two Inmates ...
please adviseme ..., sothat I
may expand the seope of your
investigation,” Stitt wrote
OSBI Director Ricky Adams,

Anderson.was charged
last week with three counts
of firgt~-degree murder,
one count of assault and
battery with a deadly
weapon, and one count of
maiming,

Heisaccusedin the charge
of killing hisuncle, Leon Pye,
67, and attacking his aunt,
Delsie Pye, at thelr home in
Chickasha, He alsois accused
of killing their granddaugh-
ter, Kaeos Yates, 4, and a
woman who lived across
the street. He was arrested
at the Pye home after police
responded to a 911 call for
help,

He confessed tofirst killing
the neighbor, Andrea Lynn
Blankenship, 41, after break-~
ing Into her hotme, according
to the OSBI.

He said he took the heart
back to the Pye home to
cook with potatoes *to feed
to his family to release the
demons,” an OSBI agent
wrote In a search warrant
request.

#Anderson .. cooked the
heart at the Pye home and
trled tomake Delsie and Leon
Pye eat the heart before he
attacked them,” another
0SBl agent wrote in separate
search warrant request,

Anderson was sentenced

in 2017 to serve 20 years -

behind bars for probation
violations on his drug deal~
ing case and for the new
crimes. He would still be in
prison if his sentence had
1ot been commuted, records
show,

Hicks declined to com-
ment Tuesday because a
judge imposed a gag order
in the triple murder case.
Bates also did not comment
but directed the Pardon
and Parole Board's general
counsel to provide records
to The Oklahoman as soon
as possible.

The other inmate, Jonathan
Perez, 35, also had his sen-
tence commuted even though
the Pardon and Parole Board
had denfed his application,
records show,

Perez was sentenced in
2017 to serve 10 more years
in prison for probation
violationsin a forged instru-
ment ecase in Greer County
District Gourt, Those vio-
lations included two new
crimes in Oklahoma County:
burglary and domestic
abuse.

The Pardon and Parole
Board voted down the appli-
catfon 3-2 in October 2019,
records show, Stitt, however,
commuted the sentence on
Dee. 10,2019, totime served
after baing told the Pardon
and Parole Board had recom-
mended it,

Stitt declined comment
Tuesday.

“It would be inappropriate
to comment further until the
investigation ordered by the
governor is complete,” said
Charlie Hannema, his chief
of communicatfons.

OUR COMMITMENT TO ACCURACY

The Oklahoman seeks to [nvestigate and correct any factual errar that appears in the newspa-
per or online. If you see an item that may require a correction, please contact the appropriate
reporter or edltor. Or, go to Oklahoman.com/home/support.

TODAY’S PRAYER

Dear Lord, we pray for those
who say You are dead or frrel«
evant to the modern world. May
their minds open to You. Amen.
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+ Oklahoma's First Lady Welcomes Commuted Workers To Centennial House

) myw LIVE ' | o o
== NOW - 5/

MENU

Oklahoma's First Lady Welcomes Commuted

Workers To Centennial House

Thursday, November 14th 2019, 10:20 p‘in

By: Bonnie Campo

It's been 10 days since Oklahoma's historic commutation. Approved by the Okla-

Exhibit 4
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*Oklahoma's First L.ady Welcomes Commuted Workers To Centennial House

homa Pardon and Parole Board, nearly 500 inmates were released from the Okla-
homa Department of Corrections.

With a record, many ex-cons knew it would be hard to find work. But some of
those who found the Center for Employment Opportunities (C.E.O), landed in the
governor's backyard.

Sarah Stitt, Oklahoma's First Lady, welcomed them to the Centennial House the
morning of Thursday, November 14,

“It's not just a job. It's an opportunity to have a different life. The ball is ultimately
in your court. You're making that choice, and sometimes that choice is the hard-
est thing,” said Stitt. “I have been praying for everyone that was in that commuta-
tion.”

The orew rolled up their sleeves and went to work.
C.E.O. helps all people, but the Company saw a unlque opportunity 1o help thoee -
who were recently released. It prov:dee a shori term plan to reach long- lerm

goals.

“This is a \:}\/a'y to build references. | can say they show up every single day, 7a.m. -
and they work harder than anyone | have ever seen, sald Sam Eagleson Dlreotor e
of the Center for Employment Opportunities. -

Many of them won't stlok with manual Iabor but it's one of the best plaoes 1o ST

start,

One of the inmates to benefit was Raquel Wilkerson. He said he served 22
months in prison before he was released.

‘I had a 9-year suspended sentence because my criminal history was extensive. |
did six years on probation, but | caught another charge, which was a petty larceny
charge, and they convicted me of that and revoked my whole probation in full,

Exhibit 4
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* Oklahoma's First Lady Welcomes Commuted Workers To Centennial House

and | was on probation for possession of marijuana,” said Wilkerson. “l knew bet-
ter than what | was doing.”

Wilkerson said he picked up his bible and turned away from the mistakes he
made over the years. He admits his criminal history is long. But, at 42 years old,

he is looking ahead for the first time, and he likes what he sees.

“Thanks to C.E.O., | had a job before I got out of prison. They called my mom and
told my mom I had an interview, and she said, ‘My boy coming home? Laughing,

she was ecstatic. | really don't want to disappoint any of my family,” he said.

About 25 percent of those released from Oklahoma prisons find themselves back
behind bars, according to ODOC. The hope is these programs will bring that

down.

Read Also: Man Released In Oklahoma's Historic Commutation, Arrested Days
Later

The Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board said they are working to better monitor -
their role in the process.

oDoC r@ports they will be tracklng inmates to see their progress concerning re-
cidivism. -

Exhibit 4
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Adam Luck
@AdmLuck

Next Friday Oklahoma will conduct
the largest single-day
‘commutation in US history. We | be
releasing over 400 individuals from
Oklahoma prisons who are there
for crimes that no longer carry
- prison sentences after the passage
of state question 780.

| 'Largest commutation' mUS hls‘tor¥
__expected in Oklahoma Noy. 1_Exhibit 5
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{ 'Largest commutation' in U.S. history
- expected in Oklahoma Nov. 1
. readfrontier.org

3118 PM - 10/24/19 - Twitter Web App

203 Retweets 28 Quote Tweets 606 Likes
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Adam Luck @AdmLuck -10/24/19  +
Replying to @AdmlLuck o
The legislature made the law
retroactive with HB 1269. The pardon
and parole board worked with state
agencies, nonprofits, and service
providers from across the state to
ensure these individuals have the
resources they need as they transition
back into our communities.
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Adam Luck @AdmLuck - 10/24/19 ==
Replying to @AdmLuck

The legislature made the law
retroactive with HB 1269. The pardon
and parole board worked with state
agencies, nonprofits, and service
providers from across the state to
ensure these individuals have the
resources they need as they transition
back into our communities.
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Adam Luck @AdmlLuck - 10/24/19
This vote will take place next Friday,
November 1st, at 11:30AM at Kate
Barnard Correctional Center in
Oklahoma City. Our meetings are all
open to the public.
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OKLAHOMA COUNTY
SEVENTH DISTRICT
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

320 ROBERT 8. KERR AVE,, SUITE 505
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73102
(405) 713-1600
FAX (405) 235-1567

DAVID W. PRATER

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

JMMY R. HARMON
FIRST ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY

March 4, 2021

Adam Luck

Pardon and Parole Board Member
2915 Classen Blvd.,, Suite 405
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Dear Mr. Luck:

~As District Attorney for Oklahoma County, I write to request that you récuse from
consideration of the following case currently scheduled for review by the Oklahoma Pardon and
Parole Board on the March 2021 Commutation Docket: Offendér Julius Jones, DOC #270147
(Oklahoma County Case No. CF-1999-4373),

You have publicly demonstrated your personal bias in regards to this case. On October 17,
2019—two days after Offender Jones submitted his commutation application to the Board—you
used your personal Twitter account, @AdmLuck, to “retweet” a post by one of Offender Jones’s
most high-profile advocates, Kim Kardashian West (see Oct. 17, 2019 Tweet, attached; related
Tweets by Ms. West, attached). You made clear in your tweet that you were speaking as “a board.
member.” In Ms. West’s message, which you appear to be endorsing, she asks her followers to
“[p]lease help” by expressing their support for Offender Jones’s commutation by contacting “the
Board and @GovsStitt.” This same post that you shared with the public also refers the réader to the

- Twitter account @justice4julius, which proclaims itself to be “The OFFICAL page of Julius Darius

- Jones, a wrongfully convicted inmate currently awaiting execution on Oklahoma’s Death Row”
(see Twitter page, attached), and the website JusticeforJulius.com, a site created to advocate for
Offender Jones’s release from prison and to solicit donations from supporters for that cause (see
Homepage, attached).

The laws and regulations of Oklahoma provide clear guidance regarding the conduct
expected by the members of the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board. Impartiality is a fundamental
and legal obligation for a Pardon and Parole Member. The Oklahoma Constitution, the Oklahoma

Ethics Rules, and even the Values listed on the home page of the Pardon and Parole Board website,
mandate impartiality:

Exhibit 6




CONSTITUTION

“It shall be the duty of the Board to make an impartial investigation and study of
applicants for commutations, pardons or paroles, and by a majority vote make its
recommendations to the Governor of all persons deemed worthy of clemency.”
OKLA. CONST. VI, § 10

OKLAHOMA ETHICS RULE 4.7

“In the event a state officer “determines circumstances would cause a reasonable
person with knowledge of all the relevant facts to question his or her impartiality
in the matter; the state officer or employee shall not participate in the matter unless
he or she is required to do so by law or permitted to so by these Rules.” 74 O.S. §
Rule 4.7

PARDON AND PAROLE BOARD VALUES

“The Pardon and Parole Board strongly believes and is committed to the ethical,
unbiased, and professional performance of duties and will continually strive for
excellence and fairness by making decisions that maintain a delicate balance
between public safety, victim’s rights, and the successful re-integration of the
offender.” https://www.ok.gov/ppb/

Your actions unmistakably give rise to the appearance of impropriety, if not outright
partiality. By publicly endorsing a call for Offender Jones to be recommended for commutation
by the Board upon which you sit, it is evident that neither the murder victim’s family nor the State
of Oklahoma can receive fair consideration by you in this commutation proceeding. This request
for recusal is made to ensure that al/ parties in the justice system are heard and can be afforded an
~ impartial review by the Pardon and Parole Board, It is my hope that you can recognize your ethical
and legal duties to the citizens of Oklahoma and will make the decision to voluntarily withdraw
your consideration in this case.

Respec’tfully,A ' o o
David W. Prater o
Oklahoma County District Attorney

ce Jason Reese, General Counsel to Governor Kevin Stitt
Tom Bates, Executive Director of the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board
Kyle Counts, General Counsel to the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board
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Lutz, SheIIL

I RN ATITVINEAN
From: Jennifer Pando <Jennifer.Pando@ppb.ok.gov>
Sent; Monday, February 22, 2021 12:24 PM
To: Lutz, Shelly
Subject: FW: March 2021
Attachments: March 2021 Administrative Parole Docket POST.pdf; March. 2021 SIR Parole Docket.pdf;

March 2021 Stage | Commutation docket Post.pdf; March 2021 Pardon Docket.pdf;
March 2021 Parole Docket.pdf; INVESTIGATIVEREPORT_MERGED-32021.pdf

From: Jennifer Pando

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 9:42 AM

To: Matthew Kehoe <mkehoe@tulsacounty.org>
Subject: FW: March 2021

From: Jennifer Pando

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 9:31 AM
To: Timothy. Wabster@dac state.ok.us
Subject: FW: March 2021

. Good morning, | have attached the parole docket and report., for March 2021. -
-~ Please be advised we must receive DA Protest Letters no later than March 2, 2021, by 5:00- Pam;
+ Please email all protest letters to daprotest@ppb.ok.gov. ifyou choose to appear, please notify the

. PPB's admmustratwe office of your intention to do so no later than Friday, March 5,2021 by 4:00 p m.

Respectfully,

Jennifer Pando

Victim Coordinator

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board
2915 N. Classen Blvd., Suite 405
Oklahoma City, OK 73106-54:36
Office: (405) 521-6600

Fax: (405) 602-6437

Website: www.ok.gov/ppb

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you have contacted the sender and know the content is safe and was requested by you.
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DO

e NO A a A QF » O DES
1 830705 Abla Mellssa 2018-266 AGG TRAFFICKING IN ILL, 1 Texus
2 £69353 Abner Bryan 2014-1461 POSS OF CONTROLLED §| 1 Cleveland
3 489033 Adalr Andre 2002-679 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/DA 1 Washington
4 664598 Addington Joshua 2014-14 MURDER FIRST DEGREE 1 Wagoner
5 781174 Agulrre Clara 2017-3126 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/D 1 Oklahoma
6 793308 Agulrre Omar 2017-7175 TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL 1 Oklahoma
7 647399 Albarado Margaret 2018-99 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Jackson
8 608061 Alexander Reglnald 2010-275R CON/FELONS PROHIB/C 1 Comanche
8 608061 Alexander Reginald 2017-183 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C. i Comanche
8 6508061 Alexander Reginald 2017-258 PROCURING FOR PROST! 1 Comanche
8 608061 Alexander Reglnald 2017-258 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 2 Comanche
8 6508061 Alexander Reginald 2017-564 CONSPIRACY 1 Comanche
9 704307 Alexander Brenda 2014-3620 CHILD ABUSE (85%) i Oklahoma
10 177802 Alfred Windell 2011-587 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Pontotoc
10 177802 Alfred Windell 2012-270 DIST/CDS W/IN 2000 FT 1 Pontotoc
11 667908 Alien Laroderlck 2018-1698 DOMESTIC ABUSE 1 Oklahoma
12 766071 Alonzo Antonto 2016-261 DIST/CDS W/IN 2000 FT 1 Jackson
13 842153 Amaral Irene 2018-478 TRAFFICKING [N ILLEGAL 1 Canadian
14 644459 Andrews Anthony 2015-114 BURGLARY - SECOND DE 1 Stephens
14 1644459 Andrews Anthony 2015-114 BURGLARY - SECOND DE 2 Stephens
15 835588 Armstrong Clan 201.7-218 TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL 1 Caddo
16 619296 Asberry Sharee 2007-7248 MURDER SECOND. DEGRI 1 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Desilon 2013-8013R POSS OF CONTROLLED § 1 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Desilon _ 2013-8013R POSS OF-CONTROLLED 2 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Dasilon 2013-8013R POSS/CDS 1000 SCHOO 3 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins . Dasllon 2014-81.75R “|STALKING 1 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Desilon 2018-2153 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins * Desilon 2018-2153 ACQUIRE PROCEEDS FR(] 2 Oktahoma
17 508649 Atkins - Desilon 2019-1974 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Pesllon 2019-1974 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 2 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Desilon 2019-1974 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 3 Oklahoma
17 508649 Atkins Destlon 2019-1974 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 4 Oklahoma
18 840070 Avila {smael 2018-49 TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL 1 MeClain
19 242398 Baker Michael 2008-1834 INDECENT EXPOSURE 2 Tulsa
20 719985 Baker Cathy 2015-338 RAPE - FIRST DEGREE (84 1 Pontotoc
21 785486 Baker Tammera 2017-157 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST [ 1 Delaware
22 |781840 Baker Kwamain 2017-140 LEWD/INDECNT PROP/A 1 Payne
22 781840 Baker : Kwamain 2018-345 SEXUAL BATTERY OF PEH 1 Payne
22 781840 Baker . Kwarmain 2018-346 FAILURE TO REGISTER A: 1 Payne
23 830115 Balderrama-Perez Karina 2018-356 TRAFFICKING IN |LLEGAL] 1 Oklahoma
24 710631 Ballard Michael 20314-404 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/DA 1 Pottawatomle
24 710631, Ballard Michael 2014-404 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/DA| 2 Pottawatomile
24 710631 Ballard = Michael 2014-662 ROBBERY FIRST DEGREE 2 Pottawatomle
24 710631 Ballard Michael YO-2014-7 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/DA| 1 Pottawatomie
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25 751480 Ballentine Brian 2013-454R - CHILD ABUSE (85%) 1 Muskogee
26 740665 Barba Javler 2015-12 POSS OF CONTROLLED §| 1 Harper
26 740665 Barba Javier 2015-43 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Harper
27 797566 Barfelz James Y02017-22 FORCIBLE SODOMY (85 1 Oklahoma
27 797566 Barfelz, James YO2017-22 FORCIBLE SODOMY (85 2 Oklahoma
28 251784 Barnett Jonah 2013-38 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN i Atoka
28 251784 Barnett Jonah 2014-191 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Atoka
29 276289 Barnett Randall 97-448 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST [ 1 Comanche
30 779487 Bashaw Kimber 2017-54 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST 1 Beckham
31 735464 Batchelor Gary 2015-636 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST {] 1 Oklahoma
32 179146 Bates Alphaeus 2017-289 MANSLAUGHTER SECON| 1 Oklahoma
32 179146 Bates Alphaeus 2017-289 CAUSE ACCIDENT WITH 2 Oklahoma
33 783144 Beaty Vincent 2016-669 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Bryan
33 783144 Beaty Vincent 2018-440 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C 2 Bryan
33 783144 Beaty Vincent 2018-440 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Bryan
33 783144 Beaty Vincent 2019-239 TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL] 1 Bryan
34 179658 Bellis Stacy 2011-3858 A AND B W/DEADLY WE. 3 Oklahoma
35 719265 Beltran Juan 2014-3229 RAPE - FIRST DEGREE (85 1- Oklahoma
36 |399453 Bench Jefemy 2017-231 BURGLARY - SECOND DE 1 Stephens
36 399453 Bench Jeremy 2017-344 BURGLARY - SECOND DE| 1 |Stephiens
37 748341, Bennett Anthony 2016-156 MURDER SECOND DEGR 1 Comanche
38 [834020 Bennatt Jazzmine 2018-49 CHILD ABUSE (85%) 1 Grady
39 827818 Benton Louls 2018-839 COJOINT ROBBERY {85p: 1 Oklahoma
39 827818 Benton Louis 2018-839 COJOINT ROBBERY (85p1 2 Oklahoma
39 327818 Benton Louts 2018-839 COJOINT ROBBERY (85P 3 Oklahoma
40 833404 Blackwell Nena 2018-5431 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST [ i Tulsa
41 681424 Blades Marvin 2012-3859 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/DA 1 Tulsa
41 681424 Bladas Marvin 2012-3859 ROBBERY OR ATT, W/DA 2 Tulsa
41, 681424 Blades Marvin 2012-3859 ROBBERY OR ATT. W/DA 3 Tulsa
42 212971 Blair ¢ Jewel 2008-125 REC/POSS/CONC STOLE 1 Delaware
42 212971 Blair Jewel 2008-125 POSS OF CONTROLLED § 2 Delaware
42 212971 Blair Jewel 2010-369 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 ~ |Delaware
42 212971 Blair Jewel 2010-369 POSS OF CONTROLLED § 2 Delaware -
42 212971 Blair Jewel| 2010-369 MAINT PLACE FOR KEEP 3 Delaware
43 752497 Blevins Kayla 2015-622R CHILD ABUSE (85%) 2 Muskogee
43 752497 Blevins: Kayla 2015-622R DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Muskogee
44 786346 Blocker Edwar 2016-6952 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST ] 1 Tulsa
45 576635 Bohannan Chatrles 2007-252 COJOINT ROBBERY {85P 1 Stephens
46 470052 Bohnenkamp Gabriel 2015-2549 LARCENY - AUTO AIRCRA 1 Oklahoma
46 470052 Bohnenkamp Gabrlel 2015-3032 BURGLARY - SECOND DE 1 Oklahoma
47 553165 Bowle | Andrew 2005-5631 BURGLARY - FIRST DEGR 3 Tulsa
47 553165 Bowle Andrew 2005-5631, ROBBERY OR ATT. W/D, 1 - {Tulsa

- 48 93251, Bowman Roy 76-202 MURDER SECOND DEGRi 0 Comanche
49 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2015-6321 DIST/CDS W/IN 2000 FT 1. Oklahoma
49 611858 BoykIns Antonlo 2016-5262 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C, 3 Oklahoma
49 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2016-5262 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 4 Oklahoma

Exhibit 8




49 611858 Boykins Antonio 2016-5262 ACQUIRE PROCEEDS FR( 4 Oklahoma
43 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2016-6748 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C, 3 Oklahoma -
49 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2016-6748 REC/POSS/CONC STOLE| 2 Oklahoma
49  |611858 Boykins Antonio 2016-6748 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Oklahoma
49 1611858 Boykins Antonlo 2016-6748 ACQUIRE PROCEEDS FR( 4 Oklahoma
49 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2017-628 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C, 2 Oklahoma -
49 611858 Boykins Antonio 2017-628 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C, 5 Oklahoma
49 611858 Boykins Antonio 2017-628 GRAND LARCENY FROM 1 Oklahoma
49 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2017-628 POSS OF CONTROLLED §| 3 Oklahoma
49 611858 Boykins Antonlo 2017-628 ACQUIRE PROCEEDS FR( 4 Oklahoma
50 774050 Bozworth Steven 2016-5280 ASSAULT &/OR BATTER' 2 Tulsa
50 774050 Bozworth Steven 2016-5280 A AND B W/DEADLY WE 1 Tulsa
51, 823750 Branson Johnnie 2016-145 HARBORING FUGITIVE 1 Okmulgee
52 757485 Braswell Kenneth 2016-3365 A AND B W/DEADLY WE. 2 Tulsa
53 132446 Brewer Michael 2017-332 ARSON - THIRD DEGREE 1 Delaware
54 798387 Brooks Brittanl 2017-367 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Ottawa
55 846094 Brooks Donaid 2019-3217 PROCURE/PROD/DIST/P 3 Tulsa
55 846094 Brooks Donald 2019-3217 RAPE - SECOND DEGREE 1 Tulsa
55 846094 Brooks Donald 2019-3217 LEWD/INDECNT PROP/A 4 Tulsa
55 846094 Brooks Donald 2019-3217 FORCIBLE SODOMY {85 2 Tulsa
56 250839 Brown Tony 2000-84 MURDER FIRST DEGREE 0 Wagoner
57 374072 Brown Paul 2006-455 BURGLARY - FIRST DEGR| 6 Oklahoma
57 374072 Brown Paul 2006-455 GRAND LARCENY IN HO 3 Oklahoma
57 374072 Brown Paul 2006-455 DOMESTIC ABUSE 4 Oklahoma
57 374072 Brown Paul 2006-455 ASSAULT &/OR BATTER 2 Oklahoma
57 374072 Brown Paul 2006-455 A AND B W/DEADLY WE 1 Oklahoma
57 374072 Brown Paul 2006-455 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 5 Oklahoma
58 821469 Brunk Adrian 2018-47 TRAFFICKING IN [LLEGAL 1 Texas
59 267263 Buchanan Jerry 2018-313 -|ASSAULT &/OR BATTER 1 Grady

60 851518 Bunton Bobby 2018-249 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN i Oklahoma
61 408616 Burkholtz Christopher  |2013-212R POSS OF CONTROLLED S 1 Grady
62 704534 Burns Jessle 2013-8579 PROCURE/PROD/DIST/P 3 Oklahoma
62 704534 Burns Jessle 2013-8579 AGG POSS CHILD PORN 1 Oklahoma
62 704534 Burns Jessle 2013-8579 AGG POSS CHILD PORN 2 - {Oklahoma
62 704534 Burns Jassle 2013-8579 LEWD/INDECNT PROP/A] 6 Oklahoma
62. 1704534 Burns Jessle 2013-8579 LEWD/INDECNT PROP/A 7 Oklahoma
62 704534 Burns Jessie 2013-8579 LEWD/INDECNT PROP/A] 8 Oklahoma
63 726937 Busher Damon 2018-121 DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Carter
64 781947 Buster Michael 2015-639 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST [f i Sequoyah
65 594207 Caldwell Jovon 2009-5867 MURDER SECOND DEGR 2 Tulsa
66 799264 Canales Leonor 2017-272 TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL 1 Texas
67 261817 Cannon Steve 2002-315 ROBBERY OR ATT, W/DA 3 Comanche
68 146320 Cass Steve 88-359 RAPE BY INSTRUMENTAT 7 Muskogee
68 146320 Cass Steve 88-359 BURGLARY - FIRST DEGR 2 Muskogee
68 146320 Cass Steve 88-359 LARCENY - AUTO AIRCRA 3 Muskogee
68 146320 Cass Steve 88-359 ASSAULT &/OR BATTER 4 Muskogee
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68 146320 Cass Steve 88-359 ASSAULT &/OR BATTER 5 Muskogee

68 146320 Cass Steve 88-359 ROBBERY, FIRST DEGREE| 6 Muskogee -

68 146320 Cass Steve 38-359 FORCIBLE SODOMY 1 Muskogee

69 745155 Casteneda-Espinoza  [Luis 2016-506 MANUFACTURE OF CDS 3 Oklahoma

69 745155 Casteneda-Espinoza  |Luls 2016-506 TRAFFICKING IN [LLEGAL 1 Oklahoma

70 822430 Cerda Gerardo 2016-7416 MANSLAUGHTER FIRST ] i Oklahoma

71 741378 Chandler Willlam 2015-165 LEWD/INDECNT PROP/A| 1 Stephens

72 747605 Chaney Joshua 2015-360 TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL 1 Canadian

73 751679 Chapman Michael 2019-54 REC/POSS/CONC STOLE| 1 Craig

74 261664 Chapman-Ragland Jenifer 2011-3812 CHILD ABUSE (85%) 1 Oklahoma

74 261664 Chapman-Ragland Jenifar 2011-3812 POSS/CDS 1000' SCHOO 6 Oklahoma B
75 474078 Charlton Clarence 2002-1166 ASSAULT &/OR BATTER 4 Oklahoma

75 474078 Charlton Clarence 2002-1166 ASSAULT &/OR BATTER 5 Oklahoma

75 474078 Charlton Clarence 2002-1166 KIDNAPPING 3 Oklahoma

76 115570 Cheadle Darrell 2002-3400 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C. 4 Oklahoma o
76 115570 Cheadle Darrell 2002-3400 ELUDING POLICE OFFICE| 5 Oklahoma

76 115570 Cheadle Darrell 2002-3400 ROBBERY OR ATT, W/DA| 1 Oklahoma

76 115570 Cheadle Darrell 2002-3400 ROBBERY OR ATT., W/DA| 2 Oklahoma

77 404481 Christrnan Denty 2008-107R CON/FELONS PROHIB/C 1 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-107R ESCAPE AFTER LAWEUL 2 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-68R TAMPER W/SURVEILLAN 2 Atoka —

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-68R DIST OF CDS/POSS W/IN 1 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-77R REC/POSS/CONC STOLE 1 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-77R REG/POSS/CONC STOLE 2 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-77R REC/POSS/CONC STOLE 3 Atoka

77 404481, Christman Denty 2008-77R REC/POSS/CONC STOLE 4 Atoka

77 404481, Christman Denty 2008-77R REC/POSS/CONC STOLE 5 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2008-85R REC/POSS/CONC STOLE 1 Atoka

77 404481 Christman Denty 2016-417 CON/FELONS PROHIB/C 2 Plit