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Office of the Commissioner 
Keith Reed, RN, MPH, CPH 
Commissioner of Health 
State of Oklahoma  

May 31, 2023 

The Honorable Erik Johnson  
Hughes County District Attorney 
P. O. Box 350  
Holdenville, Oklahoma 74848 

Re: Referral of Hughes County Jail under Oklahoma Statute Title 74 § 194 for continued substantial 
non-compliance.  

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

On March 16, 2022, the Oklahoma State Department of Health Detention Program (hereinafter 
“OSDH”) conducted an unannounced inspection and investigations of the Hughes County Jail. The 
inspection and investigations were conducted to determine Hughes County Jail’s compliance with 
Oklahoma Statute Title 74 § 192 and Title 310, Chapter 670 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code. 
OSDH staff identified deficiencies at that time and provided a statement of said deficiencies to 
Marvella James, Administrator and a copy to Sheriff Marcia Maxwell of Hughes County Jail, on April 
14, 2022. OSDH additionally informed Mr. Teague and Sheriff Maxwell in the enclosed April 14, 
2022, Statement of Deficiencies (hereinafter “SOD”), that Hughes County Jail was determined to be 
not in substantial compliance with the aforementioned standards.  

On July 25, 2022, OSDH conducted an unannounced follow-up inspection and investigations of the 
Hughes County Jail. During the follow-up inspection and investigation, OSDH staff identified many 
of the same deficiencies previously cited in the SODs provided to Ms. James and Sheriff Maxwell of 
Hughes County Jail, on April 14, 2022. OSDH additionally informed Trever Teague, Administrator, 
and Sheriff Maxwell in the enclosed August 11, 2022, SOD that Hughes County Jail was determined 
to be not in substantial compliance with the aforementioned standards. 

OSDH recently conducted another unannounced follow-up inspection and investigations of Hughes 
County Jail on May 2, 2023. During this follow-up inspection and investigations, OSDH staff again 
identified many of the same deficiencies previously cited in the statement of deficiencies provided on 
April 14, 2022, and August 11, 2022. OSDH provided a statement of said deficiencies from this May 
2, 2023 inspection to Mr. Teague and Sheriff Maxwell on May 18, 2023, informing them that Hughes 
County Jail remains in substantial non-compliance with the aforementioned standards. 

Based on the repeat deficiencies identified, Hughes County Jail has failed to make necessary 
corrections to bring the facility into compliance with the applicable standards within sixty (60) days of 
delivery of the herein referenced SODs provided on April 14, 2022, and August 11, 2022. Additionally, 
based on the repeat deficiencies, Hughes County Jail has not demonstrated a “good-faith effort . . . to 
correct said deficiencies and achieve compliance with the established standards.” Oklahoma Statute 
Title 74 § 194.  

Title 74, Section 194 of the Oklahoma Statutes authorizes the Commissioner of Health to file a 
complaint with your office in the event that a facility fails to correct deficiencies within sixty (60)  
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days of receipt of the report. The purpose thereunder “is for assistance in obtaining compliance or to 
close the deficient facility.” Oklahoma Statute Title 74 § 194.  

Therefore, pursuant to Oklahoma Statute Title 74 § 194, OSDH respectfully refers Hughes County Jail 
to your office for assistance in obtaining Hughes County Jail’s immediate compliance with the 
applicable standards.  

Please be advised that OSDH retains its authority under Oklahoma Statute Title 63 § 1-1701.1A to 
assess administrative penalties against Hughes County Jail for its continuing substantial non-
compliance with the aforementioned standards.  

Thank you for your time and assistance with this matter. 

Sincerely,  

Keith Reed, RN, MPH, CPH | Commissioner of Health 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 


































	2023.05.31 Hughes Co DA Referral Letter
	2023.05.31 OSDH vs. Hughes Co. PHS-23-275
	Order Continuing Hearing (filed 8-15-23) PHS-2023-275



