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SUBJECT:  The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for officer to provide 
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I. POLICY 

It is the policy of the Edmond Police Department to inform victims and 
witnesses of their rights as provided by Oklahoma State Law. 
 

II. DEFINITIONS 
A. Oklahoma Crime Victims Compensation Act - a method of 

compensating and assisting those persons who become victims of 
criminal acts and who suffer physical or psychological injury or death 
who are either within this state or who are residents of this state who 
become victims 

 
III. PROCEDURES 

A. The “Oklahoma Crime Victims Compensation Act” provides a method 
of compensating and assisting victims of certain crimes. It is the 
policy of the Edmond Police Department to comply with the 
“Oklahoma Crime Victims Compensation Act”. 
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B. During the preliminary investigation of a crime the investigating officer 
should inform the victim or witness of potential assistance to include: 
1. The case number and subsequent steps in processing the 

case; 
2. The telephone number to call to report or receive additional 

information regarding the case; 
3. Information regarding what to do if the suspect, the suspect's 

family or acquaintances intimidate them; 
4. Information regarding services for the victim such as medical, 

compensation, counseling, etc and to direct them to the 
Oklahoma County District Attorney’s Office. 

C. Members of the Edmond Police Department, while conducting 
preliminary or follow-up investigations involving victims of sex 
offenses, will keep this information confidential and inform them of 
possible counseling or compensation through the Oklahoma County 
District Attorney’s Office. 

D. When dealing with the victim and or witness(s) of a crime the officer 
will explain to the victim and or witness(s), the procedures involved in 
their case and their role in those proceedings. Officers should make 
sure that while explaining the procedures to the victim and or 
witness(s) they do not say anything that will be detrimental to the 
successful prosecution of the case. 

E. Follow-up or post investigation victim and witness assistance is 
provided by notification from the District Attorney’s Office, if there is 
an arrest or if charges are filed. If there is no arrest or charges are not 
filed, the investigator shall inquire if the victim or witness has been 
advised of the “Oklahoma Crime Victims Compensation Act.” 

F. If reasonable, line-ups, interviews, and other required appearances 
shall be scheduled at the convenience of the victim or witness and 
transportation shall be provided if requested. 

G. Any property (except contraband, disputed property, etc.) taken as 
evidence shall be promptly returned to the victim, when permitted by 
the law or rules of evidence. 
 

I. RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 None 
 
 
 
This order cancels and supersedes any previously issued directive that is in 
conflict with it. 
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